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Appendix D 

Public Transportation Connectivity Analysis 

EXISTING GROUND TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS 

Palm Springs Public Transit 

City public transit routes that pass near Palm Springs International Airport include SunLine Transit Agency 

Bus Routes 2 and 4, SunRide On-Demand Rideshare Service Routes 2 and 4, and Basin Transit Agency 

Routes 12 and 15. (See Figure D-1: City Public Transit Connections to PSP.) 

Regional Connections to Palm Springs International Airport 

Regional transportation options include Greyhound, FlixBus, and Amtrak, all with stops in a relatively 

sparse area north of the city (See Figure D-2: Regional Ground Transportation.) Of these three providers, 

the city public transit system only connects to the Greyhound stop via SunLine Transit Route. The Palm 

Springs International Airport has an Amtrak thruway bus connection to the Fullerton, CA Amtrak train 

station.  

PROPOSED CONNECTIONS 

Below are several proposals to increase regional ground transportation connections to the Palm Springs 

International Airport.  They include consideration of proposed future transportation projects (see Table 

D-1: Future Regional Ground Transportation Projects.) 

Regional Bus Connections 

Transit from PSP to FlixBus: There is currently no city public transit service from PSP to the Flixbus stop 

at 6600 N Indian Canyon Dr. To meet demands of future air and rail travelers and connect PSP to Los 

Angeles, Las Vegas, Phoenix, and other regional destinations available with Flixbus, it would be beneficial 

to add service on the existing SunLine Transit Agency Route 2 from PSP Airport to the Flixbus stop (see 

Figure D-3: Proposed PSP Transit Connections.) 

 

Transit from PSP to Greyhound: SunLine Transit Agency Route 2 provides daily service every half hour 

from PSP to the Greyhound station from 5:15am to 10:45pm, but the bus route takes around 40 minutes 

as compared to a 12-minute drive. The SunLine Transit Agency could provide a more direct line for Route 

2 up Hwy 11 from PSP to meet tourists’ needs who want to connect to Brightline West. This could be in 

the form of an Express bus to serve Greyhound, FlixBus, and Amtrak passengers from PSP. 
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Figure D-1: City Public Transit Connections to PSP
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Table D-1: Future Regional Ground Transportation Projects 

Project 

Termini 

Description Status 
West East 

SunLine Transit Agency 
Improvements Route 2 

Desert 
Hot 
Springs 

Cathedral 
City 

Increase weekday frequency 
from every 20 minutes to 
every 15 minutes. 

Project not funded; 
implementation date TBD 

SunLine Transit Agency 
Improvements Route 4 

Westfield 
Palm 
Desert 

Palm 
Springs 

Increase weekday peak 
frequency from 40 minutes to 
every 30 minutes. 

Project not funded; 
implementation date TBD 

SunLine Transit Agency 
Coachella Mobility Hub 

4
th

 & 
Cesar 
Chavez 

Vine Ave 
Transfer 
Terminal 

New mobility hub with 
residential development, bus 
laybys, passenger amenities, 
pedestrian & bicycle paths 

Construction began winter 
2024, set to open fall 2024 

Brightline West* 
Los 
Angeles 

Las Vegas 
218-mile high-speed 
passenger rail service 

Field work began Jan. 2024 
to advance final stages of 
design; preparation for 
groundbreaking 

Coachella Valley – San 
Gorgonio Pass Rail Corridor 
Service Project 

Los 
Angeles 

Coachella 
144-mile daily intercity 
passenger rail service 

EIS certified July 2022; 
construction slated for 
within the next 10 years 

Source:  1-3: SunLine Transit Agency Short-Range Transit Plan, FY 2024-2028; 4: Brightline West Project Description; 5. Riverside 

County Transportation Commission; 6. Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG) 

*Closest station to Palm Springs is Rancho Cucamonga, which is 6.2 miles from the Ontario Greyhound bus stop (17-minute drive, 

42 minutes on OmniTrans 66 bus) 
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Regional Rail Connections 

Palm Springs Amtrak Station Improvements: If the proposed Coachella Valley – San Gorgonio Pass Rail 

Corridor Service Project route from Coachella to Los Angeles (see Figure D-4) will stop at the Palm Springs 

Amtrak Station, the current facility would need significant improvements and new transit connections 

through the SunLine Transit Agency. The existing station is a simple platform and shelter with no 

restrooms, staff, Wi-Fi, ATM, or vending (see Figure D-5.) There is parking and ADA accessibility to the 

platform but no wheelchair available. To serve the influx of passengers from the new rail line, this station 

would require robust facility and amenity improvements to be more amenable to tourists. 

 

Transit Connections: There is currently no public transit route to the Amtrak station. To provide access 

from PSP, SunLine Routes 2 or 4 could expand their routes to service the station in anticipation of future 

connections to the CV-San Gorgonio Rail Corridor Project. (See Figure D-3: Proposed PSP Transit 

Connections.) 

 

Regional Connections: The proposed high-speed Brightline West train from Las Vegas to Los Angeles will 

have a station in Rancho Cucamonga, the closest city to Palm Springs on the route (see Figure D-6.) There 

are currently two ground transportation options from Palm Springs to Rancho Cucamonga: Greyhound 

and Amtrak service to Ontario. To connect the PSP to the Brightline West rail project, Greyhound or 

Amtrak would need to increase service to Palm Springs. In addition, public transit from PSP to the 

Greyhound bus stop and Palm Springs Amtrak Station would need to be improved. 

 

Greyhound/Amtrak: Greyhound and Amtrak service currently runs once a day from Palm Springs to 

Ontario. Both providers pass through Palm Springs once a day, with Greyhound at 10:15am and Amtrak – 

less ideally – at 2am (see Figure D-6.) To bring in tourists on Brightline West from Los Angeles and Las 

Vegas, Greyhound and/or Amtrak should increase frequency from Ontario to Palm Springs. 

 



Figure D-4: Proposed Coachella Valley - San Gorgonio Rail Service

Will stop at the Palm Springs Amtrak Station
at North Indian Canyon Drive & Palm Springs Station Road

Figure D-5: Existing Palm Springs Amtrak Station

 Source: Riverside County Transportation Commission



Figure D-6: Proposed Brightline West

Source: Brightline WestTwo transit routes from PSP to the Rancho Cucamonga Station:

1. Greyhound from 22600 Palm Dr to Ontario, CA
(Only once a day, at 10:15am)

Palm Springs

2. Amtrak from Palm Springs to Ontario, CA
(Only once a day, at 2am)


